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e For students who had previously studied abroad, the
greatest proportion (37%) did so in Canada. The
United States was the second most popular former
study destination, cited by 17% of students. The United
Kingdom followed, cited by 7%.

e  Of students who had studied outside their home
country before and had done so in Canada, 40% studied
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Student Choice Factors

The most important factors influencing students’
decision to study abroad were the variety of educational
opportunities available outside students’ home
countries & the opportunity to experience new people &
places. Students’ responses also pointed to the
importance of earning a foreign credential.

Graduate students were more likely to cite research
opportunities, scholarships, & financial supports as
important factors.

The most important source of information for students
when researching study abroad was institutional
websites. Students also relied to a considerable degree
on advice from friends, family members, & teachers.
The most important factor in students’ decision of
where to study was the availability of a particular
program related to their academic interests. The
presence of friends, family, or other community
connections was the most important factor in students
choice of where to study.

Relative Importance of Factors when Deciding the Study Abroad Location
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Alberta Experience - Living
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within a reasonable amount of time.

I'was able to find a place to live
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66%

64%

| 28% |6%I

61%

| 25% | 12%'

60%

Ifeel Albertans have a positive attitude
towards international students.

I feel the Alberta government has a positive
attitude towards international students.

My living costs are affordable
for my budget.
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D Somewhat Agree

D Disagree

. Not Applicable/Don’t Know/Not Answered

Note: Percentages may not total due to rounding.

Key Findings

Institutions’ websites were the primary way students
sourced information about studying abroad, suggesting
that awareness about available sources of information
on studying in Alberta could be improved.
There may be value in Alberta institutions working
together more closely to coordinate student

recruitment & increase awareness of learning
opportunities in the province as Campus Alberta.

Most students feel that Alberta is a welcoming, safe, &
comfortable place to live with many good opportunities
for the future — professionally & personally.

Students chose Alberta because of its educational
system, high quality institutions, & economic strength.
Results highlight the importance of collaboration

between governments & educational providers to

ensure students can access information & supports.

Students expressed the need to ensure that their study

abroad experience is of good value, & provides a

unique, rewarding, & overall quality experience.

e Many students expressed the hope that they will be able
to find relevant employment & stay in Alberta.

e The majority of students would recommend Alberta to
people from their home country as a place to study.

e Increased attention, assistance, & support to students
may enhance their Alberta experience & have a positive
impact on the province’s reputation on the world stage.
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Alberta Experience

e The majority of students agreed that they had made
friends with local students, felt comfortable in their
classes, and felt welcome on campus.

e  About 40% of students reported working while
studying: 84% part-time and 63% on-campus.

e Half of all students plan to stay in Alberta following
graduation. A total of 63% of students plan to look for
work after their studies — almost 60% in Alberta.

e About 10% of students plan to move elsewhere in
Canada & 8% to their home country.

For more information:
http://www.studyinalberta.ca/

Government of Alberta
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