
 

Institutional Arrangement under the Six Sector Model 
 

Sector Institution 
Primary 
Geographic 
Service Area 

Primary Credential Offerings Research 
Activity Primary Clients Program / Delivery / 

Research Focus 

Comprehensive 
Academic and 
Research Institution 

Athabasca 
University Alberta & external Comprehensive baccalaureate & 

graduate programs. 

Comprehensive 
research 
function 

Learners interested in 
open, flexible learning 
opportunities 

Primary focus on distance 
delivery & related 
technologies 

Universities of 
Alberta, Calgary, & 
Lethbridge 

Alberta & external Comprehensive baccalaureate & 
graduate programs. 

Comprehensive 
research 
function 

Learners interested in 
a comprehensive, 
research intensive 
environment 

Broad focus, various 
centres of excellence 

Baccalaureate and 
Applied Studies 
Institution 

Grant MacEwan 
University  Northern Alberta 

Baccalaureate degrees in specified 
areas, certificate, diploma, and 
applied degrees. 

Applied 
research and 
scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
career & academic 
programming. 

Areas of instructional 
excellence. 

Mount Royal 
University Southern Alberta 

Baccalaureate degrees in specified 
areas, certificate, diploma, and 
applied degrees. 

Applied 
research and 
scholarly 
activity  

Learners interested in 
career & academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence 

 

Polytechnical 
Institution 

NAIT Northern Alberta 

Apprenticeship, certificate, & 
diploma programs for technical 
vocations, some applied & 
baccalaureate degrees in specified 
areas. 

Applied 
research and 
scholarly 
activity  

Learners interested in 
career & technical 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence & 
specialization 

SAIT Southern Alberta 

Apprenticeship, certificate, & 
diploma programs for technical 
vocations, some applied & 
baccalaureate degrees in specified 
areas. 

Applied 
research and 
scholarly 
activity  

Learners interested in 
career & technical 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence & 
specialization 

 



 
 

Comprehensive 
Community Institution 

Bow Valley 
College 

Calgary & 
region 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion. Applied research 

Learners interested in 
preparatory & career 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence in foundational 
learning 

Grande Prairie 
Regional College 

Northwestern 
Alberta 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship, 
primarily collaborative baccalaureate 
programming. 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence  

Keyano College Northeastern 
Alberta 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship, 
primarily collaborative baccalaureate 
programming. 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence 

Lakeland College Eastcentral 
Alberta 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship, 
applied degrees, primarily collaborative 
baccalaureate programming. 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence 

Lethbridge 
College 

Southwestern 
Alberta 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship, 
applied degrees, primarily collaborative 
baccalaureate programming. 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence  

Medicine Hat 
College 

Southeastern 
Alberta 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship, 
applied degrees, primarily collaborative 
baccalaureate programming. 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence  

NorQuest College Edmonton & 
region 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion. Applied research 

Learners interested in 
preparatory & career 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence in foundational 
learning 

Northern Lakes 
College 

North Central 
Alberta 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship. Applied research 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence in foundational 
learning 

Olds College West Central 
Alberta/Alberta 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship, 
applied degrees, primarily collaborative 
baccalaureate programming. 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence (e.g 
agricultural, horticultural, 
& environmental) 

Portage College East Central 
Alberta 

Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship. Applied research 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence & 
specialization in 
foundational learning 

Red Deer College Central Alberta 
Certificates & diplomas, adult high 
school completion, apprenticeship, 
applied degrees, primarily collaborative 
baccalaureate programming. 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
preparatory, career, & 
academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence & 
specialization 



 

Independent Academic 
Institution 

Ambrose & St. 
Mary’s University 
Colleges 

Calgary & 
region 

Limited baccalaureate programs, 
may offer limited graduate 
programming in niche areas 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
a faith based 
environment 

Liberal arts, science & 
education programs 

Canadian 
University College Central Alberta 

Limited baccalaureate programs, 
may offer limited graduate 
programming in niche areas 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
a faith based 
environment 

Liberal arts, science & 
education programs 

Concordia & The 
King’s University 
Colleges 

Edmonton & 
region 

Limited baccalaureate programs, 
may offer limited graduate 
programming in niche areas 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
a faith based 
environment 

Liberal arts, science & 
education programs 

Specialized Arts and 
Culture Institution 

Alberta College of 
Art & Design 

Alberta & 
external 

Certificate, diploma, applied / 
baccalaureate, and graduate 
degrees in specified areas 

Applied research 
and scholarly 
activity 

Learners interested in 
career & academic 
programming 

Areas of instructional 
excellence in visual 
culture & design 

The Banff Centre Alberta & 
external Non-parchment programs Applied research 

Learners with prior 
academic & 
professional 
experience 

Focus on professional 
development and unique 
programming in arts and 
creativity 

 


